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Conrad Bali launches 
new Family Package
Conrad Bali has launched 
a new family package that 
provides parents with ex-
tensive benefits including 
complimentary meals, recre-
ational and cultural activities 
for their young ones. The 
formula is simple: parents un-
wind for an ultimate getaway, 
save with complimentary kids 
meals from the extensive kids 
menu each time they dine in 
the resort’s three restaurants 
or order through in-room 
dining, and relax knowing 
that their little ones will be 
well taken care of.

The new family package 
now includes complimentary 
access to Kura Kura Club, 
Conrad Bali’s kids club. 
Children between the age of 
three and 12 are invited to 
learn, connect and explore 
Bali’s unique culture. A 
highlight of Kura Kura Club, 
the daily cultural program 
features activities such as 
traditional Balinese danc-
ing, learning the Indonesian 
language, and learning how 
to make traditional Balinese 
offerings. Throughout their 
stay, children continue to be 
entertained with a variety 
of activities such as arts 
and crafts, cookie making, 

visiting the resort bakery, 
pizza making, kite flying, 
and treasure hunts.

Sprawled over 6.8 hect-
ares of tropical gardens with 
levelled grounds, multiple 
pools and fronted by 350 
metres of beach, the resort 
provides easy and safe envi-
ronment for children. Beach 
exploring allows children 
the opportunity to discover 
nature at its best, while the 
resort’s lagoon pool and 
sand area provide a safe area 
inside the resort for kids to 
enjoy.

“Over the years, we 
see more and more family 
travel with young children. 
Being an award-winning, 
child-friendly resort, we 
are confident that our new 
family package will give 
parents the opportunity to 
enjoy what our luxurious 
resort has to offer, whether 
is a pampering session at 
the spa or delighting in culi-
nary creations in one of our 
restaurants, and knowing 
time that their children too 
are having a good time and 
gaining memorable experi-
ences,” said Jean-Sebastien 
Kling, general manager, 
Conrad Bali
More information: conrad 
bali.com

Intercontinental Da-
nang Sun Peninsula  
Resort celebrates 
grand opening
Embedded in the mythical 
hills of the famous Son Tra 
Peninsula and surrounded by 
a beautiful landscape with 
panoramic views of the East 
Sea, InterContinental Dan-
ang Sun Peninsula Resort, 
designed by star architect 
Bill Bensley from Bensley 
Design Studios Bangkok, 
will open on June 1, the first 
InterContinental Resort in 
Vietnam.

Enjoy thei r  specia l 
opening rate starting from 
USD220++ (B7,000). Book 
from now until January 1, 
2013 for stays between June 
1 and January 1, 2013 and 
enjoy: Daily buffet breakfast 
for two; high speed wi-fi 
throughout the resort; 10 
per cent discount at Citron 
Restaurant or Barefoot Café 
or L_o_n_g Bar; complimen-
tary scheduled shuttle bus 
to Danang City and Hoi An 
Ancient Town (UNESCO 
Heritage Site).
More information: reser 
vations@icdanang.com
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A train runs through it
Watch where you walk in the Mae Klong market

Many of the odder 
aspects of Thailand 
are the result of 

compromises made to cre-
ate a win-win result for all 
concerned. So long as the 
health and safety people are 
never allowed anywhere near.

A delightful example of 
this is the Mae Klong market 
in Samut Songkram province, 
west of Bangkok.

A rail line runs r ight 
through the market. Stall-
holders, not willing to give up 
a single inch they didn’t have 
to, sell their goods right next 
to the track – actually touching 
it – and hang awnings over 
the track to keep the sun off 
their fish, fresh vegetables, 
desserts, clothing, or shoes.

Approach the market from 
the railway station that stands 
between it and the Mae Klong 
River and it looks as though 
there is no way a train could 
go through; the tracks simply 
disappear into the shade under 
the awnings. But it does.

The track is a convenience 

for shoppers. They can follow 
it through the market. The 
space between the rails, which 
belongs to the rail company, 
is never infringed on by the 
vendors. When a train comes 
through, which is about eight 

times a day, an astonishing 
transformation takes place.

Alerted by a couple of 
toots on the horn from the 
train, and with complete 
aplomb, the vendors pick up 
their trays full of goods and 

move them back, then move 
their awnings out of the way. 

Some don’t even bother 
to move the trays, which they 
have filled to precisely the 
height where the part of the 
train overhanging the wheels 
will simply glide over the top 
of the goods with a couple of 
centimetres to spare.

The diesel train with a 
couple of coaches in tow 
rumbles past, and as soon as 
it has done so, the awnings go 
back out over the track and the 
trays are put back in place. In 
20 seconds you’d never know 
there had been a train there.

It all happens so swiftly 
but calmly that it’s almost 
disappointing, yet at the same 
time close to magical.

The line ends at the sta-
tion, so 15 minutes later the 
whole process is repeated 
as the train comes back the 
other way.

No one seems to feel this is 
the slightest bit dangerous, or 
even out of the ordinary. After 
all, the players get plenty of 

practice, and it’s as routine for 
them as taking off and putting 
on a pair of shoes.

Those most at risk are 
probably the tourists with 
cameras glued to their faces. 
But if they look as though they 

might be hit, the vendors pull 
them gently out of the way.
To get to Mae Klong, take 
Route 35 west out of Bangkok 
about 50km. Or take a train 
from Wong Wian Yai, which 
takes you through the market.

Above, the train rumbles through the market, almost but never quite touching the 
goods. Right, from top: The rails run straight into the market; tracks provide a handy 
walkway;  vendors replace their awnings just seconds after the train has gone through.


